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The National Reading Day – 2026 was celebrated with great enthusiasm on 19 June 2026 at 

the Seminar Hall of Andhra Mahila Sabha Arts and Science College for Women (AMS 

ASCW). The programme was organized to create awareness among students about the 

importance of reading, promote library usage, and encourage the effective use of both 

physical and digital library resources for academic and personal development. 

The programme commenced with a brief introduction to the significance of National Reading 

Day, which is observed in memory of P. N. Panicker, the Father of the Library Movement in 

India. His remarkable contributions to promoting literacy and cultivating a reading culture 

across the country were highlighted during the event. 

As part of the programme, Ms. M.Sruthi presented a reading session on P. N. Panicker, 

explaining his life, vision, and the importance of celebrating National Reading Day. Her 

presentation emphasized how reading enriches knowledge, develops critical thinking, and 

contributes to lifelong learning. 

The College Librarian, Mrs. P. Vijaya Laxmi, addressed the gathering and shared valuable 

insights into the life and achievements of P. N. Panicker. She encouraged students to develop 

a regular reading habit and make effective use of the library's physical and digital resources 

to enhance their academic excellence and personal growth. 

Mrs. M. Veeramani, Associate Librarian, also addressed the students. In her speech, she 

emphasized the importance of reading as a lifelong habit, highlighted the vital role of 

libraries in higher education, and motivated students to make reading a part of their daily 

lives. 

A total of 28 students attended the programme and actively participated in the reading 

session and interaction. The event concluded with an interactive discussion, during which 

students shared their views on the value of reading and libraries. The programme successfully 

inspired the participants to cultivate a regular reading habit and reaffirmed the library's role 

as a vital centre for knowledge, learning, and intellectual development. 
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