AIDS Awareness Day Celebration by NSS Units & Quantum Club on December 2, 2024

On December 2, 2024, the NSS Units and Quantum Club jointly organized a significant
AIDS Awareness Day event to promote understanding and reduce stigma surrounding
HIV/AIDS. The event featured a rally conducted in collaboration with students from local
government schools.

Understanding HIV/AIDS

AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome) represents the advanced stage of HIV
(Human Immunodeficiency Virus) infection. HIV gradually weakens the immune system,
increasing vulnerability to opportunistic infections and diseases. Without timely treatment,
HIV progresses to AIDS, which can be life-threatening. However, modern advancements in
medical science, particularly antiretroviral therapy (ART), have enabled people living with
HIV to maintain undetectable viral loads, live healthy lives, and significantly reduce
transmission risks.

Significance of World AIDS Day

World AIDS Day, first observed in 1988 by the World Health Organization (WHO),
focuses on global efforts to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The day emphasizes education,
awareness, and stigma reduction. Despite strides in prevention and treatment, the disease
continues to affect millions. As of 2023, approximately 39.9 million individuals worldwide
were living with HIV, with around 630,000 deaths reported due to HIV-related complications.

The rally, organized as part of the 2024 event, aimed to empower young students with
knowledge about HIV/AIDS, fostering a more informed and compassionate society. Such
initiatives are vital in strengthening community efforts to combat the epidemic and support
those affected by the condition.
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